UNPUBLISHED  MANUSCRIPTS 

FROM  THE  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  AR¬ 
CHIVES  OF  ENGLAND,  FRANCE,  HOLLAND 
AND  SPAIN,  RELATING  TO  THE  AMERICAN 
COLONIES,  THE  WAR  OF  INDEPENDENCE, 

THE  PEACE  NEGOTIATIONS,  $  THE  FINAL 
RATIFICATIONS  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  PARIS 

1772-1784 

During  my  many  years  residence  in  London  I  have 
been  engaged  in  the  examination  of  the  public  and 
private  archives  in  Europe  with  the  object  of  pre¬ 
serving  and  rendering  easy  of  access  to  historical 
students  all  documents  [1772  to  1784]  relating  to  the 
American  Colonies  during  their  struggle  for  inde¬ 
pendence.  I  have  made  entries  of  80,000  documents, 
including  duplicates,  &c.,  within  the  scope  of  this 
work,  the  great  majority  of  which  have  never  been 
published.  They  concern  the  local  interests  of  every 
one  of  the  colonies,  the  military  and  naval  operations, 
and  civil  and  political  matters  throughout  the  entire 
revolution ;  all  diplomatic  negotiations  of  the  Euro¬ 
pean  powrers  with  each  other  and  with  the  colonies ; 
and  the  correspondence  as  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

In  them  will  be  found  the  most  minute  information 
respecting  the  movements  and  plans  of  Howe,  Clinton 
and  Cornwallis ;  the  Yorktown,  Saratoga  and  other 
campaigns ;  operations  in  Hew  Jersey,  Virginia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  &c.  &c. ;  the  Indian  auxiliaries, 
exchange  and  release  of  prisoners,  cruises  of  John 
Paul  Jones;  reports  of  the  French  naval  and  military 
commanders  and  diplomatic  agents ;  log  books  of 
British  and  French  men  of  war ;  correspondence 
between  Washington  and  the  English  officials  ;  be¬ 
tween  the  colonial  Commissioners  and  the  English 
and  French  governments;  Vergennes  and  the  Spanish 
and  Dutch  governments ;  reports  as  to  the  secret  ser¬ 
vice  ;  the  Loyalists  ;  the  Hessians  ;  slaves  ;  the  complete 
documents  quoted  in  part  by  Circourt ;  &e.,  &c. 


INTRODUCTION 

My  plan  comprises  the  collation  and  comparison 
of-  all  duplicates  and  variations  of  these  documents 
wherever  they  exist,  the  recording  of  all  points  of 
difference,  the  cataloguing  of  all,  and  the  copying  of 
all  principal  and  distinct  documents  that  have  not 
been  published  and  the  variations  from  those  that 
have.  By  this  plan  the  possible  chance  of  loss  to 
history  by  the  destruction  of  the  original  State 
Papers  will  be  obviated,  and  at  the  same  time  all 
these  documents  of  whatever  character  will  be  so  cata¬ 
logued  that  the  student  of  history  may  know  where 
to  look  for  any  of  them  without  further  search. 

The  following  is  a  tentative  Specimen  of  the  con¬ 
templated  work,  of  which  a  collection  of  about  3,500 
papers  on  the  Paris  Peace  Negotiations,  and  about  600 
official  letters  to  the  French  Government  from  its 
Ministers  Gerard  and  Luzerne  from  their  arrival 
in  America  until  the  ratification  of  the  Paris 
Peace  Treaty,  are  ready  for  publication.  The  entire 
work  is  offered  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  public  is  appealed  to,  to  secure  its 

acceptance.  B.  F.  Stevens, 

London,  UN.  Despatch  Agent, 

4,  Trafalgar  Square,  22  Sep.,  1885. 
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FRANKLIN  TO  VERGENNES,  24  July  1782  als  eu  21/140 

Endorsed  Texte  Anglais  de  la  piece  piece dante. 

Enclosing  extracts  from  two  dispatches  of  the  British  Ministry 
communicated  bg  order  of  Lord  Shelburne  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
confidence — Vergennes  will  judge  of  their  fitness  for  this,  the  first 
being  calculated  to  create  division,  and  the  second  contradictory 
respecting  the  Independence.  ' 

Sir,  Passy,  July  24,  1782. 

Inclos’d  I  have  the  honour  of  sending  to  your  Excel¬ 
lency,  Extracts  from  two  Dispatches1  of  the  British 
Ministry,  (one  of  them  to  the  Commissioners  for  restor¬ 
ing  Peace  in  America)  which  are  communicated  to  me 
by  Order  of  Lord  Shelburne,2  expressly  for  the  Purpose 
of  restoring  Confidence  between  him  and  me.  Your 
Excellency  will  judge  how  proper  they  are  for  such  a 
Purpose,  when  the  first  is  evidently  calculated  to  create 
Division  not  only  between  France  &  us,  but  among  our¬ 
selves;  and  the  second  is  contradictory  respecting  a 
principal  Point,  the  Independance.  I  am,  with  great 
Respect,  Sir,  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  Servant 

M.  le  Comte  de  Vergennes.3  B.  Franklin. 

1  Enclosures :  Extract  Shelburne  to  Carleton  and  Digby  5  June 

1782  eu  21/88  see  p  216  note  1  and  Extract  Shelburne  to 
[Grenville]  28  June  1782  eu  21/105  see  p  221. 

2  Jay  says  conveyed  by  B.  Vaughan  to  Franklin  see  dc  4/468. 

3  Vergennes  acknowledges  Franklin’s  letter  28  July  1782,  eu  21/153. 

English  translation  in  SpF  9/373. 

THE  SAME  LETTER  in  French,  no  endorsement  nor  enclosures, 
eu  21/136. 


SHELBURNE  TO  CARLETON  AND  DIGBY,  dft  pkoAwi  302/437 
Endorsed  5th  June  1782.  To  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
K.B.  and  Vice  Adm1  Digby.  Secret  &  Confi¬ 
dential. 

Proposes  to  give  an  account  of  correspondence  between  H.B.M.'s 
Ministry  and  Franklin  and  French  Minister — Intercourse  begun  by 
Franklin  who  hopes  that  the  resolution  of  the  Commons  may  lead  to 
Peace  ;  and  replied  to  by  Shelburne  reciprocatingly — Reply  sent  by 
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Oswald — Franklin  declines  negotiating  without  the  participation  of 
French  Minister  whom  Oswald  finds  in  professed  agreement  ivith 
H.B.M.  hut  who  objects  to  beginning  the  negotiations  by  a  truce  with 
the  Colonies — Holds  that  the  ivar  could  only  be  closed  by  a  general 
treaty  to  ivhich  Spain  and  Holland  must  be  parties,  and  declines  to 
make  propositions  for  similar  reasons — Paris  recommended  as  Treaty 
place — Oswald  brings  back  with  this  reply  a  letter  from  Franklin 
ivith  information  of  his  appointment  as  peace  commissioner — adds 
that  treaty  must  be  for  general  peace  and  gives  his  preference  for 
Paris  as  treaty  place — Oswald  sent  back  to  Paris  to  settle  time  and 
place  and  to  represent  the  conditions  demanded  by  H.B.M.  viz.  statu 
quo  of  1763 — Osivald  joined  by  Grenville — Franklin  defines  position 
— America  free  of  all  special  engagements  but  admits  obligations  to 
France — Language  of  Vergennes  unconciliator y ,  declines  solidarity 
with  America  and  reguests  revision  of  former  treaties  and  adjustment  of 
Newfoundland  fishery  question — French  expect  great  concessions  in 
East  Indies — more  sacrifices  demanded  from  England  by  both  France 
and  Spain — Grenville  given  full  powers  to  treat  at  Paris,  with 
instructions  to  make  propositions  on  the  basis  of  American  Indepen¬ 
dence  and  Treaty  of  Paris,  ivith  the  alternative  case  of  calling  on 
Vergennes  to  make  propositions — Envoys  directed  to  suggest  to 
American  commissioners  that  as  they  decline  to  treat  separately  and 
as  the  European  powers  might  make  unreasonable  demands,  they 
ought  to  consider  the  possibility  of  being  led  to  reject  advantageous 
offers  merely  in  interests  of  France  and  her  allies— Difficulties  aris¬ 
ing  from  the  demands  of  France  and  Spain  ivho  demand  extensive 
concessions  and  seemed  to  rely  for  their  success  on  American  support 
— H.B.M.1  s  ministers  desirous  of  knowing  real  views  of  American 
commissioners  and  ivhether  America  would  risk  her  own  objects 
through  supporting  French  and  Spanish  demands — Franklin’s  con¬ 
versation  encouraged  contrary  belief,  on  which  H.B.M.1 s  Ministers 
commanded  to  propose  American  Independence  non-conditional  to  a 
general  treaty — Grenville  instructed  to  urge  the  idea  that  the  treaty 
between  France  and  America  terminates  ivith  attainment  of  its  object 
—  Carleton  and  Digby  advised  to  make  these  facts  known  to  Congress 
with  the  hope  that  America  will  see  that  the  war  will  only  be  con¬ 
tinued  for  French  interests,  Independence  being  offered  uncondition¬ 
ally  as  a  result  of  resolution  of  Parliament — and  it  is  believed  that 
America  will  regard  with  jealousy  the  continued  occupation  of  the 
country  by  French  troops — This  communication  expected  to  expose 
the  motives  of  any  persons  continuing  their  adherence  to  France, 
peace  and  reconciliation  with  America  being  the  only  object  of 
England — Release  of  Laurens — declaration  of  reciprocal  release  of 
Cornwallis — Laurens1  papers  returned  unread  —  Measures  taken 
for  return  and  exchange  of  American  prisoners  —  Expediency 
of  humane  attention  to  prisoners  and  facilities  of  exchange  especially 
in  view  of  the  safety  and  security  of  the  Loyalists — Recommenda¬ 
tions  to  Franklin  on  behalf  of  Loyalists  and  fair  compensation  or 
restoration  for  confiscations  previously  enacted. 
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Secret  &  Confidential.  Whitehall.  5th  June  1782. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  K.B.  and  Vice  Admiral  Digby, 
His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  &c  &c 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  essential  to  The  King’s  Service  that  I  should  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  an  Account  of  what  has  passed  between 
His  Majesty’s  Ministers  and  D1'  Franklin,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  revolted  Colonies  now  resident  at 
the  Court  of  France,  inthefirst  Instance,  and  afterwards 
with  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  French  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs. 

This  Intercourse  was  opened  by  a  Letter  from  Dr 
Franklin  to  me  soon  after  my  appointment  to  the  office 
I  now  hold,  dated  2  2d  March,1  expressive  of  his  Hope 
that  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons2  upon  the 
Subject  of  the  American  War  might  produce  a  general 
Peace,  to  which  he  would  with  infinite  Pleasure  con¬ 
tribute  every  Thing  in  his  Power. 

I  answered  this  Letter  on  the  6th  April,3  expressing 
my  Readiness  to  promote  it  upon  Grounds  of  the  utmost 
Simplicity  &  Good  Faith.  I  sent  this  by  Mr  Oswald, 
with  Instructions  to  hear  whatever  Proposals  L)r  Frank¬ 
lin  had  to  offer  upon  the  Part  of  the  thirteen  Provinces. 
Upon  this  Gentleman’s  conversing  with  Dr  Franklin, 
it  appeared  that  no  Proceedings  upon  that  subject  could 
be  had  without  Communication  with  the  French  Minis¬ 
ter;  and  Mr  Oswald  was  accordingly  introduced  to  the 
Comte  de  Vergennes,  who  made  strong  Professions  of 
The  M.C.  King’s  Desire  of  Peace,  and  that  he  was  glad 
to  find  the  same  Disposition  in  His  Majesty.  He  ob¬ 
jected  however  to  the  Proposal  of  laying  the  Foundation 
for  a  general  Peace  by  a  Truce  with  the  Colonies,  be¬ 
cause  by  express  Stipulation  between  France  &  Them, 
there  was  nothing  to  be  treated  of  separately  on  either 
Side.  He  added,  that  the  War  could  not  be  closed  but 

1  dc  2/274 — SpF  9/239 — be  draft — BFR7/83 — bfPj — eu  20/139. 

2  27  Feb.  1782  proAwi  399/77 — bi  26/16. 

3  dc  2/274 — SpF  9/240 — bfPj — EU21/7. 
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by  a  general  Treaty,  in  which  Spain  must  be  a  Party,  & 
that  Holland  also  was  to  be  included  in  the  Negotiation. 
Nor  would  he  be  induced  to  state  any  Propositions  on 
the  Part  of  his  own  Court,  alledging  that  the  Proposi¬ 
tions  could  not  come  from  France,  because  being  bound 
to  several  Allies,  particularly  to  Spain,  She  could  not 
venture  to  state  Propositions,  however  general,  without 
such  Communication  to  Them  as  would  be  attended  with 
great  Delay  :  In  regard  to  the  Place  of  Treaty,  the 
Comte  de  Vergennes  observed  that  Paris  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  the  most  convenient  Place,  but  that  this  Point 
should  occasion  no  Obstacle,  and  it  should  be  left  to  the 
Choice  of  His  Majesty.1 

Mr  Oswald  himself  brought  back  this  answer  from 
Paris,  &  arrived  in  London  the  2  2d  April.  He  brought 
at  the  same  Time  a  Letter  from  D1'  Franklin  to  me  dated 
1 8th  of  that  Month,2  in  which  Dr  Franklin  informed  me 
of  the  Commission3  which  he  had  with  others  to  treat 
of  &  conclude  a  Peace,  which  Congress  had  promised 
in  good  Faith  to  ratify  and  confirm.  He  observed  how¬ 
ever  that  the  Treaty  must  be  for  a  general ,  not  tx par¬ 
tial  Peace,  and  intimated  his  Preference  of  Paris  as  the 
Place  for  the  Purpose  of  more  speedily  finishing  theW ar, 
as  there  was  already  there  an  Ambassador  from  Spain,4 
and  the  Commissioners  from  America  might  easily  and 
soon  be  assembled  in  that  Capital,  with  which  Intent 
he  would  immediately  upon  the  Determination  of  this 
Point  write  to  Messrs  Adams,  Laurens  &  Jay.5 

1  see  Franklin  to  Vergennes  15  Apr  dc  2/277 — SpF  9/243 — bfPc 

- EU  2l/2I  ALS - EU  2l/20. 

see  Franklin  to  Shelburne  18  Apr  dc  2/278 — SpF  9/245 — bfPc — 

EU  21/23. 

see  Franklin  to  Laurens  20  Apr  dc  2/285 — SpF  2/254. 
see  Vergennes  to  Luzerne  28  June  eu  21/103 — dc  6/86. 

2  dc  2/2  7 8 — SpF  9/245 — bfPj — bfPc — eu  21/23. 

3  15  June  1781  dc  5/439 — BFP8/2 — BFOJ420 — PRoFr  557/645 — 
PRoFr  5570/282 — proAwi  606/187. 

4  Count  d’Aranda. 

5  Franklin  to  Adams  20  Apr  dc  2/284 — SpF  9/253. 

Franklin  to  Laurens  2  o  Apr  dc  2/2  8  5 — SpF  9/254. 

Franklin  to  Jay  22  Apr  SpF  9/2 11, 
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His  Majesty’s  Ministers  on  the  23d  April1  advised  His 
Majesty  that  Mr  Oswald  should  return  to  Paris,  with 
Authority  to  name  Paris  as  the  Place,  and  to  settle  with 
Dr  Franklin  the  most  convenient  Time  for  setting  on 
foot  a  Negotiation  for  a  general  Peace,  and  to  represent 
to  him  that  the  principal  Points  in  Contemplation  were, 
the  Allowance  of  Independence  to  America,  upon  Great 
Britain's  being  restoredtothe  Situation  She  was  placed  in 
by  the  Treaty  of  1 763,  and  that  a  proper  Person  should 
be  sent  to  make  a  similar  Communication  to  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes.2 

Mr  Oswald  reached  Paris  on  the  5th  Ult°,  where  he 
was  joined  by  Mr  Grenville  on  the  7th. — In  the  Confe¬ 
rences  which  ensued,  Dr  Franklin  seemed  to  discover 
a  very  unaffected  Desire  of  Peace,  and  he  declared  that 
as  to  the  Connections  of  America  with  France,  America 
was  free  from  every  Sort  of  Engagement  but  those  which 
existed  in  the  two  public  Treaties  of  Commerce  & 
Alliance,  and  that  these  were  such  as  any  other  Nation 
was  free  to  make  with  America.  But  that  They  had 
been  greatly  obliged,  &  must  not  be  insensible  of  their 
Obligations  to  France.3 

The  Language  of  M.  de  Vergennes,  tho’  full  of  Pro¬ 
fessions  of  aDesirefor  Peace,  was  atthesame  Time  high 
&  presuming  with  respect  to  Articles  of  Concession.  He 
insinuated  that  the  French  King  could  not  consider  the 
Independence  of  America  as  ceded  to  Him ;  that  the 
Fishery  at  Newfoundland  was  to  be  arranged  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  Manner  from  what  it  hadbeen;  That  a  Peace  more 
just  df  durable  than  the  last  must  be  concluded .4 

Their  Expectations  of  Concession  in  the  East  Indies 
appeared  to  be  very  great ;  and,  in  short  the  French 
Minister’s  whole  Manner  express’d  a  very  strong  per¬ 
suasion  that  Great  Britain  must  make  infinitely  more 

1  see  SpF  9/267  April  27. 

2  see  Shelburne  to  Franklin  28  Apr  bfPj — bfPc — EU21/33 — 

dc  2/293  cla4ed  Apr  20 — SpF  9/265  dated  Apr  20. 

3  see  Grenville  to  Fox  10  May  PRoFr  557/1 15  als. 

4  see  Grenville  to  Fox  10  May  PRoFr  55  7/1 15  ais. 


214  SHELBURNE  TO  CABLET  ON  Sf  DIG  BY  5  June 

important  &  extensive  Sacrifices  to  give  a  Negotiation 
much  Prospect  of  Success,  the  line  of  the  last  Peace  seem¬ 
ing  to  be  that  which  of  all  others  both  he  &  the  Spanish 
Minister,  Count  d’ Aranda,  were  most  intent  upon  ex¬ 
cluding  from  the  present  Negotiation. 

In  consequence  of  these  Advices  it  was  resolved,  That 
Full  Powers  should  be  given  to  Mr  Grenville  to  treat  at 
Paris ,  &  also  that  Propositions  should  be  made  by  him  to 
the  Belliger ant  Powers  upon  the  Basis  of  Independence  to 
the  thirteen  Colonies  in  North  America,  and  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris ;  and  in  case  of  such  Propositions  not  being  ac¬ 
cepted ,  That  he  should  call  upon  M.de  Vergennes  to  m  ake 
some  Proposition  on  his  Part,  which  Mr  Grenville  might 
report  to  Phis  Majesty's  Ministers. 

These  Resolutions  &  Instructions  were  sent  to  Mr 
Grenville  on  21st  ult0,1  and  Letters  were  at  the  same 
Time  dispatched  to  him2&to  MrOswald,3  directing  them 
to  profit  by  every  fair  &  honorable  Opportunity  of  re¬ 
presenting  to  the  American  Commissioners  Sc  remind¬ 
ing  them,  that  they  had  of  their  own  Accord  declined 
to  treat  separately with  us;4  and  that  Prance  would  enter 
into  no  Negotiation  in  which  Spain  was  not  to  be  in¬ 
cluded,  &  possibly  Holland.5 

That  if  therefore  any  unreasonable  Demands  should 
be  made  by  these  European  Powers,  which  it  would  be 
impossible  for  us  to  concede,  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Part  of  America  would  do  well  to  consider  whether  they 
would  suffer  themselves  to  be  drawn  into  a  Rejection 
of  Offers  so  very  advantageous  to  their  Constituents, 
merely  to  gratify  the  Ambition  of  France,  or  the  in¬ 
terested  Views  of  those  Powers  who,  tho’  Allies  of 
France,  were  not  so  of  America. 

1  Instructions  PRoFr  5 57/1 83. 

2  21  May  PRoFr  557/17 1— PRoFr  557/203. 

3  21  May  piioFr  557/207 — PRoFr  5 57a/ 1 1- — proAwi  606/266 — msd 
71/4 — lnsd  70/2 — bfOj  3— SpF  9/303  Ext. 

4  see  Franklin  to  Shelburne  18  Apr  nc  2/278 — SpF  9/245 — bfPj 

—  bfPc - EU  21/23. 

see  Grenville  to  Fox  10  May  PRoFr  557/1 15. 
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MrOswald  howeverreturn’dtoLondononthe22d  ult° 
and  brought  with  him  a  Letter  dated  14th  of  the  same 
month  from  Mr  Grenville,1  who  again  as  well  as  Mr 
Oswald,  represented  the  Difficulties  which  arose  in  the 
outset  of  the  Negotiation  from  the  Demands  of  France 
&  Spain,  which  he  conceived  to  be  such  as  it  would  be 
perhaps  impossible  forEngland  to  comply  with,  it  ap¬ 
pearing  that  Spain  looked  to  Florida  df  Gibraltar ;  That 
France  pretended  to  make  very  essential  Alterations  inthe 
Newfoundland  Fishery,  df  would  require  perhaps  more 
than  Grenada  in  the  West  Indies ,  besides  very  extensive 
Surrenders  of  Commerce  df  Territory  in  the  Fast  Indies. 

It  seemed  at  the  same  Time  to  be  not  less  evident, 
that  France  df  Spain  formed  these  Pretensions  df  relied  for 
their  success  onthe  Expectations  of  being  supported  by  the 
American  Colonies. 

It  naturally  therefore  and  necessarily  became  a  Chief 
Consideration  with  His  Majesty’s  Ministers  to  draw 
from  the  Information  they  were  possessed  of,  some  pro¬ 
bable  Clue  by  which  the  real  Disposition  &  Views  of 
the  American  Deputies  might  be  discovered,  in  order 
to  form  a  Judgment  how  far  the  Expectations  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon  were  well  founded,  &  whether  if  the 
great  Ground  of  Contention  between  Great  Britain  & 
the  revolted  Provinces  was  removed,  either  America  or 
her  Delegates  would  in  such  Case  be  willing,  or  think 
themselves  bound  to  risk  the  full  Enjoyment  of  their 
favorite  Object  by  adhering  to  &  supporting  all  the 
Demands  of  France  &  Spain. 

The  Turn  of  Dr  Franklin’s  Conversation  at  several 
Times  both  with  Mr  Grenville  &  Mr  Oswald  had  en¬ 
couraged  a  Belief  entirely  negative  to  these  Supposi¬ 
tions,  especially  when  he  had  expressly  saidThat  “  When 
wehad  allowed  the  Independence  of  America,  the  Treaty 
she  had  made  with  France  for  gaining  it  ended,  &  none 
remainedbut  that  of  Commerce, which  ive  too  might  make 
if  we  pleased!-  He  had  also  said  at  another  Time,  that 

1  proFt  557/143. 

2  see  Grenville  to  Fox  14  May  pitoFr  557/143. 
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“  there  should ,  he  thought ,  he  a  great  Difference  made  in 
a  Treaty  between  England  &  America ,  and  one  between 
England  &  France, wliichliadbeen  always  at  Enmity  ”  re¬ 
peating  frequently1  That  great  Effects  might  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  some  things  being  done  spontaneously  from 
England.2 

Upon  these  &  other  Considerations,  His  Majesty  has 
been  induced  to  give  a  striking  Proof  of  His  Royal 
Magnanimity  &  disinterested  Wish  for  the  Restor¬ 
ation  of  Peace,  by  commanding  His  Ministers  to  direct 
Mr  Grenville,  That  the  Independency  of  America  should 
be  proposed  by  him  in  the  first  Instance ,  instead  of 
making  it  a  Condition  of  a  general  Treaty  .3 
Mr  Oswald  was  sent  back  to  Paris  on  the  26th  ult, 
with  this  important  Commission,  &  Mr  Grenville  is  in¬ 
structed  to  make  all  the  Advantage  possible  of  the  Con¬ 
cession  which  His  Majesty  from  His  ardent  Desire  of 
Peace  has  been  induced  to  make  with  respect  to  the 
Independency  of  the  thirteen  States,  especially  by  press¬ 
ing  I>  Franklin’s  own  Idea,  that  the  Object  of  the  Treaty 
of  Alliance  with  Francebeing  attained,  the  Treaty  deter¬ 
mined .4 

I  have  given  a  Confidential  Information  to  you  of 
these  Particulars,  that  you  may  take  such  Measures  as 
shall  appear  to  you  most  adviseablefor  making  a  direct 
Communication  of  the  Substance  of  the  same  either 
immediately  to  Congress,  or  through  the  Medium  of 
General  Washington,5  or  in  any  other  Manner,  which 
you  may  think  most  likely  to  impress  the  well  dis¬ 
posed  Part  of  America  with  the  Fairness  and  Liberality 
of  His  Majesty’s  Proceedings  in  such  great  &  spon¬ 
taneous  Concessions. 

1  The  Extract  enclosed  by  Franklin  to  Vergennes  eu  21/88  see  p  209 
begins,  interpolating  1  It  has  been  said  ’  that  great  Effects  line  4  to 
a  general  Treaty  line  13  and  as  a  continuous  paragraph  I  have 
given  line  23  p  216  to  the  noblest  means  p  218  line  4.  For  other 
copies  of  Extract  see  p  221. 

2  see  Grenville  to  Fox  14  May  pitoFr  557/143. 

3  see  Fox  to  Grenville  26  May  pnoFr  557/251. 

4  see  Fox  to  Grenville  26  May  pnoFr  557/251. 

5  gw  8/540  Carleton  and  Digby  to  Washington  2  Augt.  p  222. 
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The  Advantages  which  we  may  expect  from  such 
Communication  are  : — That  America  once  appris’d  of 
The  King’s  Disposition  to  acknowledge  the  Indepen- 
dance  of  the  thirteen  States,  and  of  the  Disinclination  in 
the  French  Court  to  terminate  the  War,  must  see  that 
it  is  from  this  Moment  to  be  carried  on  with  a  View  of 
negotiating  Points  in  which  She  can  have  no  Concern, 
whether  they  regard  France,  or  Spain  &  Holland,  at  the 
Desire  of  France;  But  some  of  which  on  the  contrary 
may  be  in  future  manifestly  injurious  to  the  Interests 
of  America  herself — That  if  the  Negotiation  is  broke 
off,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  for  the  sake  of  some  of 
those  Powers,  Sc  not  of  America,  whose  Object  is 
accomplish’d  the  Instant  She  accepts  of  an  Indepen- 
dance,  which  is  not  merely  held  out  to  her  in  the  way  of 
Negotiation  by  the  Executive  Power,  but  a  distinct, 
unconditional  offer  arising  out  of  the  Resolutions  of 
Parliament,  Sc  therefore  warranted  by  the  Sense  of 
the  Nation  at  large. 

These  Facts  being  made  notorious,  it  is  scarcely 
conceivable  that  America,  compos’d  as  it  is,  will  con¬ 
tinue  Efforts  under  French  Direction,  Sc  protract  the 
Distresses  and  Calamities  which  it  is  well  known  the 
War  has  subjected  her  to.  It  is  to  be  presum’d  That 
from  that  Moment  She  will  look  with  Jealousy  upon 
the  French  Troops  in  Her  Country,  who  may  from 
Allies  become  dangerous  Enemies. 

If  however,  any  particular  State  or  States,  Man, 
or  Description  of  Men  should  continue,  against  the 
general  Inclinations  of  the  Continent,  devoted  to 
France,  this  Communication  will  surely  detect  their 
Views,  expose  their  Motives,  Sc  deprive  them  of  their 
Influence  in  all  matters  of  general  Council  or  Exertion 
— You  will  however  take  particular  Care  in  your 
Manner  of  conducting  yourselves,  not  only  that  there 
shallnotbe  the  smallest  room  for  suspicion  of  our  good 
Faith,  Sc  Sincerity ;  But  that  we  have  no  View  in  it  of 
causing  Dissension  among  the  Colonies,  or  even  sepa¬ 
rating  America  from  France  upon  Terms  inconsistent 
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with  Her  own  Honor — You  must  convince  them  that 
the  great  Object  of  this  Country  is,  not  only  Peace,  but 
Reconciliation  with  America  on  the  noblest  Terms  & 
by  the  noblest  Means. 

I  am  further  to  acquaint  you  That  in  the  Beginning 
of  this  Intercourse  with  Dr  Franklin,  &  before  Mr  Gren¬ 
ville  went  to  Paris,  it  was  resolv’d  by  His  Majesty’s 
Ministers  to  discharge  Mr.  Laurens  from  those  Engage¬ 
ments  which  he  had  entered  into  when  he  was  admitted 
to  Bail.  This  Measure  seemed  to  give  great  Satisfaction 
to  Dr  Franklin,  who  made  very  thankful  Acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  theFavor;1  And  Mr  Laurens  himself  in  return 
forhis  being  thus  enlarged  without  any  Conditions  what¬ 
soever,  declared  of  his  own  Accord  that  he  consider’d 
Ld.  Cornwallis  as  freedfrom  his  Parole, 2&  that  he  would 
get  Doctor  Franklin  to  join  him  in  declaring  him  so.3 

I  returned  to  Mr  Laurens  immediately  after  his  En¬ 
largement  all  the  Papers  which  had  been  taken  with 
him,  without  having  read  a  single  Line  of  them.4 

1  see  Franklin  to  Shelburne  10  May  do  2/302 — SpF  9/277. 

2  see  Conversation  between  Laurens  and  Cornwallis  29  Apr  1782, 
lnsd  72/44. 

3  see  Laurens  to  Franklin  20  Apr  do  2/291 — SpF  9/262. 

4  In  proAwi  448/174  are  the  following  original  papers  : — 

Licence  to  Wm  Pickles,  commander  of  Brigantine  ‘  Mercury/ 

belonging  to  John  Wharton  of  Philadelphia,  sixty-two  tons, 
four  guns,  fourteen  men.  Signed  Sam  Huntington,  President 
of  Congress,  13  August,  1780,  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  Inde¬ 
pendence.  Sealed,  and  countersigned  Jo.  Pennell. 

Navy  Board  Instructions  to  Wm  Pickles  Esq.  commander  of  United 
States  Brig  ‘  Mercury  ’  Packet,  14  August,  1780. 

S.  Huntington  to  H.  Laurens,  30  Oct.  1779,  als.  Endorsed 
President  of  Congress,  30  July  1780  attested  George  Keppel.  No  1 . 
Congress  instructions  to  Laurens,  13  Oct.  1779,  signed  by  C. 
Thomson.  Endorsed  Congress.  Instructions  &  Act  to  H.  L. 
for  Negotiating  a  Loan  in  Holland,  and  the  President’s  Letter 
to  Mr.  Henry  Laurens.  N°  7.  attested  George  Keppel  and  J. 
Galloway.  N°  2. 

Copy  from  Minutes  of  Congress  20  June  1780.  Endorsed  Act 
of  Congress  20  June  1780  Authorizing  Mr.  Adams  or  Mr. 
Dana  to  accept  Bills  drawn  on  Henry  Laurens.  N°  23. 
attested  George  Keppel.  N°  3. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Congress,  signed  Cha.  Thomson,  Secy 
Endorsed  Act  of  Congress  6  July  1780  for  Mr  Laurens’s 
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I  also  inform’d  Dr  Franklin  of  the  Steps  we  had 
taken,  in  regard  to  the  American  Prisoners  in  general, 
by  having  actually  prepared  Transports  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  conveying  them  to  America  to  be  there  ex¬ 
changed,  and  I  assured  him,  that  due  Attention  had 
not  been  wanting  to  their  Accommodation  and  good 
Treatment.1  Dr  Franklin  expressed  very  great  Plea¬ 
sure  at  this  Proceeding,  &  pronounced  the  good  Effect 
which  the  Return  of  those  People  to  their  own  Coun¬ 
try  under  the  Impression  of  our  Kindness  wTould  have 
towards  lessening  the  Resentment  &  conciliating  the 
Minds  of  their  Friends  to  us.2 

It  will  be  needless  for  me  to  point  out  to  you  the 


proceeding  to  Holland.  Addressed  to  The  Honble  Henry  Laurens 
Esqr  attested  George  Keppel  andj  J.  Galloway.  N°  4. 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Congress  7  July  1780,  signed  Cha. 
Thomson,  Secy.  Endorsed  Act  of  Congress  7  July  1780  sus¬ 
pending  negotiation  of  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Holland, 
attested  George  Keppel  and  J.  Galloway.  Ko  5. 

Information  with  reference  to  the  taking  of  H.  Laurens. 

G.  Keppel  commanding  H.M.S.  Vestal,  says  that  he  captured, 
on  Sep.  3rd  1 780,  a  brig  bearing  a  flag  with  13  stars  and  13  stripes 
[ the  Mercury,  Capt.  Pickles ]  and  found  on  board  H.  Laurens 
who  acknowledged  that  he  was  proceeding  to  Holland,  to 
negotiate  a  loan  for  the  use  of  the  Colonies.  The  brig  had  a 
commission  signed  by  the  Congress.  A  bag  of  papers  was 
tin-own  mto  the  sea  but  recovered,  and  on  perusing  them  it 
appeared  that  Laurens  was  authorized  by  Congress  to  borrow 
a  sum  of  $  10,000,000,  whereupon  informant  seized  and  detained 
Laurens.  He  identifies  the  papers  on  which  he  had  indorsed 
his  name  as  part  of  those  recovered  with  the  bag  ;  this  infor¬ 
mation  is  signed  G.  Keppel,  6  Oct.  1780. 

The  information  of  Joseph  Galloway,  identifies  the  signature  of 
C.  Thompson,  secretary  to  Congress,  whom  he  knew  personally  ; 
signed  Jv  Galloway.  Both  of  these  statements  are  sworn  to 
before  Stormont  and  Hillsborough,  6  Oct.  1780. 

Warrant  appointing  Tower  of  London  as  a  place  of  custody  for 
persons  accused  of  High  treason,  6  Oct.  1780,  original,  sealed, 
signed  Stormont. 

Signed  Copy  of  Warrant  committing  H.  Laurens  to  the  Tower, 
6  Oct  1780. 

1  see  Shelburne  to  Franklin  28  Apr  bfPj — bfPc — eu  21/33 — 

dc  2/293  dated  Apr  20 — SpF  9/265  dated  Apr  20. 

2  see  Franklin  to  Shelburne  10  May  dc  2/302 — SpF  9/277. 
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Expediency  of  giving  all  the  additional  weight  you 
can  to  the  Influence  which  these  Reports  may  create 
in  our  Favour,  by  taking  all  occasions  of  manifesting 
an  humane  Attention  to  the  Prisoners,  and  to  expedite 
their  Exchange  as  much  as  possible.  I  am  the  more 
anxious  that  you  should  make  appear  your  studious 
Punctuality  &  Zeal  (of  which  I  entertain  not  the  smallest 
Doubt)  in  this  particular  Point,  because  I  venture 
to  carry  forward  my  Hopes  to  such  good  Consequences 
from  it,  as  may  tend  to  the  more  probable  Attainment 
of  an  Object  which  is  uppermost  in  my  Mind ;  I  mean 
the  Safety  &  Security  of  the  Loyalists.  I  have  very 
earnestly  recommended  toM1’  Oswald  That  in  his  Inter¬ 
course  with  Dr  Franklin  &  the  other  Deputies  from 
the  Colonies  who  may  assemble  at  Paris,  he  should 
ever  bear  it  in  mind  and  employ  his  constant  Exertions 
to  procure  an  Establishment  for  the  Loyalists  besides 
taking  other  Steps  in  their  Favour  to  influence  the  se¬ 
veral  States  to  agree  to  a  fair  Restoration  or  Compen¬ 
sation  for  whatever  Confiscations  have  taken  Place.1  I 
address  the  same  Recommendation  in  the  most  pointed 
Earnestness  to  You,  and  I  shall  therefore  add  no  more 
to  what  I  have  repeatedly  said  in  other  of  my  Letters 
upon  this  subject,  trusting  entirely  that  you  will  warmly 
co-operate  with  each  other  in  every  Measure  which  may 
be  conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of  The  King’s 
wishes,  &  the  essential  Advancement  of  His  Majesty’s 
Service  in  all  these  Particulars.  I  have  therefore  real 
Pleasure  in  assuring  you  That  His  Majesty  has  the 
highest  Satisfactionin  reflecting  that  Hecould  not  have 
entrusted  the  Management  of  such  important  and  deli¬ 
cate  Transactions  to  more  able  or  zealous  Servants  : 

*  y 

and  that  you  will  use  every  earnest  Endeavour  to  effect 
the  great  Purpose  of  Your  Delegation,  to  restore  the 
Blessings  of  Peace,  and  as  much  as  possible  to  reconcile 
&  reunite  the  Affections  &  Interests  of  Great  Britain 
&  the  Colonies.  I  am  &c  Shelbubne.2 

1  see  Memoranda  of  Instructions  28  Apr.  lnsd  71/2. 

see  Paper  of  Memoranda  by  Shelburne  dc  2/327 — SpF  9/314. 

2  Carleton  acknowledges  Shelburne’s  letter,  1 7  Aug  proAwi  145/63. 
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EXTRACT  eu  21/88.  . Enclosure  Franklin  to  Yergennes  (see  p  209). 

Endorsed  Joint  a  la  lettre  de  M  Franklin  du  24 
Juillet  1782.  Extract  from  the  Despatch  sent  to  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  and  Admiral  Digby  June  5th  1782. 

This  extract,  see  p  216  note  1,  reads,  line  4  interpolate  It  has  been 
said;  line  5  read  something,  10  Majesty’s  Ministers,  11  independence, 
13  the  condition  of  a  general  peace,  30  parts,  p  217  line  2  concessions, 
12  omit  some  of,  13  read  not  America,  21  as  she  is,  23  that  war,  26 
that  country,  28  any  particular  States,  men,  or  description  of  men,  30 
inclination,  31  surely  direct,  33  concern  and  exertion,  36  should  not, 
36  suspicions,  38  dissensions,  38  of  separating,  p  218  line  1,  there¬ 
fore,  convince,  2  merely  peace. 

THE  SAME  EXTRACT  esp  608/77.  Enclosure  Yergennes  to 
Montmorin  28  July  1782  esp  608/79. 

Endorsed  Sous  le  N°  54  du  28  Juillet  1782.  Extrait 
de  la  Depeche  envoyee  au  Ch.  Guy-Carleton  et  a 
l’Amiral  Digby,  le  5  Juin  1782. 

French  translation,  same  version  as  eu  21/88,  but  reads p  217  line 
12  sake'  of  these  three  Powers,  27  from  friends  (amis). 

THE  SAME  EXTRACT  spauv  4215/29  not  compared. 

THE  SAME  EXTRACT  but  dated  June  25th,  1782  dc  4/468  same 
reading  as  eu  21/88. 


SHELBURNE  TO  [GRENVILLE]  28  June  1782  Extract  eu  2 1/ 105 
Enclosure  Franklin  to  Yergennes  see  p  209. 

Endorsed  Extract  of  another  Dispatch,  not  said  to 
whom ;  perhaps  to  Mr  Grenville,  and  also  endorsed 
joint  a  la  lettre  de  M.  Franklin  du  24  Juillet  1782. 

Peace  dependent  on  general  restitution — Independence  of  Colonies 
offered  as  price  of  peace. 


June  28  th 

The  ultimate  terms,  on 
which  the  re-establishment 
of  a  general  Peace  is  made 
to  depend,  consist  in  a 
word,  in  a  general  and 
mutual  restitution,  on  the 
part  of  all  the  belligerent 
Powers,  of  all  that  has  been 
taken  on  both  sides  during 
the  war, in  order  that  every¬ 
thing  may  be  restored  to 
the  condition  in  which  it 
was  before  the  beginning 


June  28th 
Les  toutes  dernieres  Termes, 
dont  elle  fait  dependre  la  Reta- 
blissement  de  la  Paix  generale, 
consistent  en  un  Mot,  dans  une 
Restitution  generale  &  reci- 
proque,  de  la  part  de  toutes  les 
Puissances  belligerantes,  de  tout 
ce  qu’on  s’est  pris  de  Part  et 
d’autre  pendant  la  Guerre  afin 
que  tout  soit  remise  dans  l’Etat  ou 
il  etoit  avant  le  Commencement 
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of  hostilities.  From  this 
general  arrangement  are 
always  excepted  the  thir¬ 
teen  Colonies  of  North 
America,  whose  absolute 
Independence  we  consent 
to  recognise  in  the  most 
explicit  terms,  as  the  Price 
of  Peace,  and  we  do  not 
claim  &c  &c. 


des  hostilites.1  On  excepte  tou- 
jours  de  cette  Regie  generale  les 
treize  Colonies  de  I’Amerique 
Septentrionale,  dont  on  consent 
a  reconnoitrel’Independence  ab¬ 
solve,  dans  les  termes  les  moins 
equivoques,  comme  Prix  de  la 
Paix;et  on  ne  pretend  pas  &ca&ca. 


1  See  Grenville’s  Instructions  21  May  1782  PRoFr  557/183. 
See  [Fox]  to  Grenville  30  April  1782  PHoFr  557/83. 


CARLETON  &  DIGBY  TO  WASHINGTON,  2  Augt.  1782  gw  8/540. 

Communication  by  authority  of  important  information  from  Eng¬ 
land,  that  negotiations  for  a  general  peace  have  been  commenced  at 
Paris,  Mr.  Grenville  being  directed  to  propose,  in  the  first  instance , 
the  independency  of  the  thirteen  Provinces . — Enlargement  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  and  his  declaration  that  he  considered  Lord  Cornwallis  as 
freed  from  his  parole. — Preparation  of  transports  to  convey  all 
American  prisoners  to  their  own  country — the  urgency  of  a  speedy 
exchange,  and  the  proposed  manner  of  accomplishing  it. 

THE  SAME  LETTER  broadside,  proAwi  297/349. 

Endorsed.  No.  1,  Independency.  In  Governor 
Robertson’s  15  Aug1.  1782.  Headed  Copy  of  a 
Letter  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  and  Rear  Admiral 
Digby,  to  General  Washington,  Dated  New  York, 
August  2,  1782.  Written  in  consequence  of  Direc¬ 
tions  from  England,  And  published  at  the  Request  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  New  York. 

Line  3  read  27  th  February,  11  all  the  parties,  12  %  13  are 
further,  Sir,  20  made  them,  24  condition, page  541  line  8  omit  To  ob¬ 
tain  this  end,  10  read  shall  be,  12  shall  be,  12  they  are,  13  and  the,  13 
shall  not,  14  or  against,  15  omit  however  unequal  the  conditions, 
16  ^[,  concludes  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servants,  (Signed). 

THE  SAME  LETTER  Copy  proAwi  145/69. 

Endorsed  Copy.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  &  Rear  Adm1 
Digby  to  Gen1  Washington  Aug1  2d,  1 782.  In  Sir  Guy 
Carleton’s  (No.  18)  of  17th  Aug.  1782.  Headed  Copy. 
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Line  3  read  2  7th  Feby,  4  your  hands,  1 1  all  the  Parties,  1 2  H, 
13  are  further,  Sir,  14  Obstacle,  20  made  them,  24  condition,  page 
541  line  8  omit  To  obtain  this  end,  10  read  shall  be,  12  shall  be,  12 
they  are,  13  and  the,  13  shall  not,  14  or  against,  15  omit  however  un¬ 
equal  the  conditions,  16  H,  insert  (Signed)  before  signature. 

THE  SAME  LETTER  Printed  in  The  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post, 
and  Public  Advertiser.  No.  851  13  Aug.  1782  proAwi  145/77. 

Endorsed  In  Sir  GuyCarleton’s(No  18)  of  1 7  Aug.  1782. 

Line  2  read  been  already,  5  farther,  13  farther,  page  541  line 

3  farther,  concludes  your  excellency’s  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servants,  (Signed). 

THE  SAME  LETTER  Copy  bm  21,808/52. 

Endorsed  Copy.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  &  Admiral  Digby 
to  General  Washington  New  York  Aug1  2d  1782. 
Headed  Copy. 

Line  3  read  27th  Febrv,  3  Intimation,  11  all  the  Parties,  13  are 
further,  Sir,  20  made  them,  24  Condition,  page  541  line  8  omit  To 
obtain  this  end,  1  o  read  shall  be,  1 2  shall  be,  1 2  they  are,  1 3  and 
the,  13  shall  not,  14  or  against,  15  omit  however  unequal  the  con¬ 
ditions,  concludes  Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
Servants,  (Signed). 

THE  SAME  LETTER  Copy  ri 43/103.  Line  11  read  all  the 
parties,  12  If,  13  are  further,  Sir,  20  made  them,  page  541  line  8  omit 
To  obtain  this  end,  10  read  shall  be,  12  shall  be,  12  they  are,  13  and 
the,  13  shall  not,  15  omit  however  unequal  the  conditions. 

THE  SAME  LETTER  Copyi^sD  70/52.  Line  3  read  Resolution, 
3  27  th  February,  6  farther,  11  all  the  parties,  13  are  farther,  Sir, 
16  thirteen  States,  20  made  them,  24  condition,  page  541 
line  3  farther,  8  omit  To  obtain  this  end,  10  read  shall  be,  12 
shall  be,  12  they  are,  13  and  the,  13  shall  not,  14  or  against,  15  omit 
however  unequal  the  conditions,  concludes  Your  Excellency’s  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  Servants,  (Signed). 

THE  SAME  LETTER  French  translation  Guerre  3 73 6/18 ia 
Enclosure  Luzerne  to  Rochambeau  9  Aoust  1782  Guerre  3736/181. 
Page  541  line  6  omit  a  measure  in  which  not  only  the  comforts 
but  the  rights  of  individuals  are  concerned. 

THE  SAME  LETTER  different  French  translation  eu  22/4  Enclosure 
Luzerne  to  Yergennes,  12  Aug.  1782.  see p  224 

Endorsed  avec  le  N°  263  du  12  Aoust  1782.  Tra¬ 
duction  d’une  lettre  de  Sir  Guy  Carleton  et  de 
l’Amiral  Digby  au  General  Washington.  Dattee  de 
New  York  le  2  Aoust  1782. 

Page  541  line  15  however  unequal  the  conditions  reads  nous  soit 
desavant  ageuse . 
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LUZERNE  TO  VERGENNES,  12  Aug.  1782  ls  eu  22/20. 

Endorsed  Mr  le  Chever  de  la  Luzerne. 

Sends  translation  of  letter  from  Carleton  to  Washington,  trans¬ 
mitted  by  Congress — Decision  of  Congress  to  await  direct  communica¬ 
tion  from  its  Ministers  in  Europe  or  Luzerne  as  to  course  to  be 
pursued. — Has  informed  Livingstone  that  preparations  ought  to  be 
made  to  continue  ivar  ;  that  the  proposal  of  Independence  was  an 
important  step,  but  that  other  powers  being  interested,  no  security 
could  be  placed  on  the  issue  of  the  negotiations — England  though 
inclined  for  peace  ivas  really  preparing  to  continue  hostilities — Re¬ 
marks  on  the  proposed  exchange  of  English  soldiers  for  American 
sailors ;  Congress  not  disposed  to  consent — Joy  expressed  at  King's 
Resolution  respecting  Independence  subsided  upon  reflecting  that 
America  coidd  not  make  a  separate  peace,  and  that  England  reserves 
all  her  rights  over  her  Colonies  in  case  the  war  should  continue — The 
stipidations  respecting  Refugees  and  Loyalists  cause  much  discontent 
— Congress  will  not  relax  its  efforts,  but  it  is  feared  the  people  will 
more  than  ever  resent  taxation — Lee's  motion  to  alter  the  instructions 
of  Commissioners  rejected  by  Congress. 

Philadelphia  N°  263.  A  Philadelphie 

12  th  August  1782. 


My  Lord, 

General  Washington 
has  received  a  letter  from 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  the 
translation  of  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  send 
you  and  which  the  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  has  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Congress. 
It  was  read  there  on  the 
9th  and  the  Congress  im¬ 
mediately  resolved  that  it 
should  be  communicated 
to  me  by  Mr  Livingston. 
That  Minister  has  accord¬ 
ingly  done  so,  at  the  same 
time  informing  me  that 
the  Congress  did  not  con¬ 
sider  this  letter  required 
any  change  of  proceeding 
on  its  part,  that  things 
would  remain  on  the  same 
footing  as  in  the  past,  and 
that  direct  communica¬ 
tions  would  be  awaited 
either  from  the  Ministers 
of  the  Congress  in  Europe 


le  12  Aout  1782. 

Monseigneur, 

Le  General  Washington 
a  re£u  de  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
une  lettre1  dont  j’ai  l’honneur  de 
vous  envoyer  la  traduction2  et 
que  le  General  en  chef  a  trans- 
mise  au  Congres.  Elle  y  a  ete 
lue  le  9.  et  le  Congres  a 
aussitot  resolu  qu’elle  me  seroit 
communiquee  par  M.  Living¬ 
ston.  C’est  ce  que  ce  Ministre 
a  fait  en  m’apprenant  que  le 
Congres  ne  consideroit  pas 
cette  lettre  comme  exigeant  de 
sa  part  aucun  changement  de 
mesure  que  les  choses  restoient 
sur  le  meme  pied  que  par  le 
passd  et  qu’on  attendroit  des 
communications  directes  ou  des 
Ministres  du  Congres  en  Europe 
ou  de  moi  pour  examiner  le 
1  see  p  222.  2  see  p  223  eu  22/4 
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or  myself  to  consider  the 
course  it  would  be  expedi¬ 
ent  to  take.  The  letter 
has  nevertheless  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee, 
which  is  to  make  its 
report  now.  I  entirely 
approved  that  course,  and 
I  told  Mr.  Livingston 
that  the  negotiations  hav¬ 
ing  been  commenced  with¬ 
out  our  having  any  idea 
as  to  their  issue,  it  was  of 
the  greatest  importance  to 
be  prepared  to  continue 
the  war  with  vigour  in 
case  the  success  of  the 
negotiation  should  not  be 
such  as  might  be  desired  ; 
that  the  proposal  of  the 
Independence  was  an  im¬ 
portant  step  and  would 
clear  up  great  difficulties, 
but  that  other  powers  be¬ 
ing  engaged  in  the  war, 
the  United  States  having 
themselves  accessory  in¬ 
terests  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  to  discuss,  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  be  lulled 
into  security  on  the  faith 
of  the  negotiations,  and 
that  I  was  convinced  my¬ 
self  that  the  English,  in 
spite  of  their  inclinations 
towards  peace,  were  pre¬ 
paring  at  all  events  to 
carry  on  the  war  with 
vigour. 

He  assured  me  that  the 
same  considerations  had 
already  occurred  to  him, 
and  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Congress  would 
be  likewise  impressed 
with  them.  As  regards 
the  proposal  which  con¬ 
cludes  this  letter  respect¬ 
ing  an  exchange,  it  is 


parti  qu’il  conviendroit  de 
prendre.  La  lettre  a  ete  ren- 
voyee  a  un  committe  neanmoins 
qui  doit  faire  son  raport  aujourd’ 
hui.  J’ai  entierement  approuve 
ce  parti  et  j’ai  dit  a  M.  Living¬ 
ston  qne  les  negociations  etant 
entamees  sans  qne  nous  eussions 
aucunes  notions  touchant  Tissue 
qu’elles  pourront  avoir,  il  etoit 
de  la  plus  grande  importance  de 
se  tenir  en  mesure  de  continuer 
la  guerre  avec  vigueur  en  cas 
qne  le  succes  de  la  negociation 
ne  fut  pas  tel  qu’on  peut  le 
desirer  quela proposition  de  Vln- 
dependanee  etoit  un  pas  impor¬ 
tant  et  applaniroit  de  grandes 
difficultes  mais  que  d’autres 
puissances  etant  engagees  dans 
la  guerre  les  Etats-unis  ay  ant 
eux-memes  des  interets  acces- 
soires  d’une  grande  importance 
a  discuter  il  seroit  dangerenx 
de  s’endormir  sur  la  foi  des 
negociations  et  qne  j’etois  per¬ 
suade  moi-meme  que  les  Anglois 
malgre  leurs  dispositions  a  la 
paix  se  preparoient  a  tout 
evenement  a  pousser  la  guerre 
avec  vigueur. 

Il  m’a  assure  que  les  memes 
reflexions  l’avoient  deja  frappe 
et  qu’il  ne  douttoit  pas  que  le 
Congres  ne  les  fit  de  meme ; 
Quant  a  la  proposition  qui 
termine  cette  lettre  concernant 
un  echange,  on  pense  qu’elle 
couvre  un  piege  oil  le  Congres 
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thought  that  it  hides  a 
snare  into  which  the 
Congress  will  not  fall. 
That  assembly  has  always 
refused  to  exchange 
English  soldiers  for  Ame¬ 
rican  sailors.  In  fact  the 
sailors  are  not  in  the 
service  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  admit  these 
exchanges  would  be  to 
give  the  English  a  new 
army  without  compensa¬ 
tion.  To  remove  this 
difficulty,  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton  proposes  to  exchange 
the  sailors  for  the  soldiers, 
on  the  condition  that  the 
American  sailors  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  serve  from 
the  time  of  their  ex¬ 
change,  whilst  the  English 
soldiers  received  in  ex¬ 
change  shall  not  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  serve  within  the 
States  and  against  them 
during  the  space  of  one 
year.  It  seems  clear  that 
if  the  Congress  listened 
to  such  a  proposal,  these 
troops  would  be  immedi¬ 
ately  employed  against  us 
in  the  West  Indies.  That 
assembly  is  very  far  from 
consenting  to  these  pro¬ 
posals.  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
has  had  his  letter  printed  in 
the  Gazettes  of  New  York, 
and  he  gives  to  it  all  the 
publicity  in  his  power. 
The  American  papers  will 
also  publish  it.  I  have 
the  honor  to  remark, 
my  lord,  that  the 
news  of  the  resolution  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain 
with  respect  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  had  caused  the 
utmost  joy  because  the 


12  August 

tie  tomberapas.  Cette  assemblee 
a  touj ours  refuse  dechanger 
des  matelots  americains  c  out  re 
des  sol  da  is  anglois.  En  effet 
les  matelots  ne  sont  pas  at¬ 
taches  au  service  des  Etats-Unis 
et  admettre  ces  echanges  ce 
seroit  donner  aux  Anglois  une 
non  veil  e  armee  sans  compensa¬ 
tion.  Pour  ecarter  cette  diffi- 
culte,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  propose 
dechanger  les  matelots  co litre 
les  soldats  a  condition  que  les 
matelots  Ameriquains  seront  en 
liberte  de  servir  du  moment 
qu’ils  seront  echanges,  tandis 
que  les  soldats  Anglois  regus 
en  echange  ne  pourront  servir 
dans  I’etendue  des  Etats  et 
centre  elle  pendant  1’espace  d’un 
an.  II  paroit  clair  que  si  le  Con¬ 
gress  pretoit  Toreille  a  une  p ar¬ 
chie  proposition,  ces  troupes 
seroient  aussitot  employees 
contre  nous  aux  Antilles.  Cette 
assemblee  est  bien  loin  de  don¬ 
ner  les  mains  a  ces  propositions. 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  a  fait  im- 
primer  sa  lettre  dans  les 
Gazettes  de  Newyork,  et  il  y 
donne  toute  la  publicite  qui  est 
en  son  pouvoir.  Les  papiers 
Americains  la  publieront  egale- 
ment.  J’ai  1’honneur  de  vous 
observer,  Monseigneur,  que  la 
nouvelle  de  la  resolution  du 
Roy  de  la  Grande- Bretagne  a 
Tegard  de  find  open  dance  avoit 
cause  une  joye  extreme  parceque 
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people,  without  reflecting 
upon  the  wording  of  the 
letter,  had  imagined  they 
saw  in  it  an  actual  recog¬ 
nition.  Less  than  twenty- 
four  hours  sufficed  for 
them  to  remember  that  the 
Americans  cannot  make 
a  separate  peace,  and  to 
perceive  that  England 
reserves  all  her  rights 
over  her  Colonies  in  case 
the  war  should  continue  ; 
even  Sir  Guy  Carleton’s 
letter  indicates  that  she 
will  continue  it,  since  he 
proposes  that  the  English 
prisoners  should  not  serve 
for  a  year.  The  ardour 
with  which  he  presses 
for  their  exchange,  pro¬ 
claims  that  he  has  little 
belief  in  a  speedy  success 
of  the  negotiations.  The 
stipulations  proposed  in 
favour  of  the  refugees 
and  Loyalists  excite  the 
greatest  discontent,  and 
their  possessions  having 
passed  through  several 
hands,  it  is  generally 
stated  that  the  idea  of 
impossible  restitutions  or 
equally  impracticable  equi¬ 
valents  cannot  be  enter¬ 
tained.  In  short  the  first 
moment  of  joy  gave  place 
to  reflection,  and  the 
people  show  less  eagerness 
for  peace  than  in  the  first 
instance,  if  it  does  not 
procure  them  every  satis¬ 
faction.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  this  news 
will  cause  however  a  more 
real  and  lasting  joy  in  the 
country  places  than  in 
the  towns  where  the 
evils  of  the  war  are  less 


le  peuple,  sans  reflechir  sur  les 
expressions  de  la  lettre,  avoit 
cru  y  voir  une  reconnoissance 
actuelle.  II  ne  lui  a  pas  fallu 
24  heures  pour  se  rappeler  que 
les  Americains  ne  peuvent  faire 
une  paix  separee,  et  pour 
concevoir  que  1’Angleterre  se 
reserve  tous  ses  droits  contre  ses 
Colonies,  en  cas  que  la  guerre 
doive  continuer ;  la  lettre  meme 
de  Sir  Guy  Carleton  indique  qu’ 
elle  la  continuera  puisqu’il  pro¬ 
pose  que  les  prisonniers  Anglois 
ne  servent  pas  d’un  an.  La 
chaleur  avec  laquelle  il  presse 
leur  echange,  annonce  qu’il 
croit  peu  a  un  prompt  succes 
des  negociations.  Les  stipula¬ 
tions  proposees  en  faveur  des 
refugies  et  Loyalistes,  excitent 
le  plus  grand  mecontentement 
et  leurs  possessions  ayant  passe 
par  plusieurs  mains,  on  dit 
generalement  qu’il  ne  faut  pas 
entendre  a  des  restitutions  im¬ 
possibles  ou  a  des  equivalents 
egalement  impraticables.  En 
un  mot  le  premier  moment  de 
joye  a  fait  place  a  la  reflexion, 
et  le  peuple  montre  moins 
d’empressement  que  dans  le 
premier  instant  pour  la  paix,  si 
elle  ne  lui  procure  pas  toute 
satisfaction.  J’ai  lieu  de  croire 
que  ces  nouvelles  causeront 
encore  une  joye  plus  reele  et 
plus  durable  dans  les  campagnes 
que  dans  les  villes  ou  les  maux 
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felt.  I  shall  not  know 
for  a  few  weeks  the  im¬ 
pression  it  will  have  made 
in  the  other  States.  The 
Congress  will  by  no 
means  abate  its  prepara¬ 
tions  and  its  efforts ; 
but  it  is  much  to  be 
feared  that  these  circum¬ 
stances  will  increase  the 
resistance  of  the  people 
to  be  taxed. 

Mr  Lee  chose  the  day 
when  this  letter  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Con¬ 
gress  to  renew  his  motion 
to  alter  the  instructions 
of  the  American  plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  in  Europe  ;  it 
was  rejected  almost  un¬ 
animously,  and  a  few 
delegates  have  spoken  of 
it  to  me  with  contempt. 
I  am  with  respect 
My  Lord, 

Your  most  humble  and 
obedient  servant 
le  Chevalier 

de  la  LUZERNE. 


de  la  guerre  sent  mo  in  s  sentis. 
Je  ne  saurai  que  dans  quelques 
semaines  himpression  qu’elles 
auront  faites  dans  les  autres 
Etats.  Le  congres  ne  rallentira 
aucunement  ses  preparatifs  et 
ses  efforts  ;  mais  il  est  bien  a 
craindre  que  ces  conjonctures 
n’augmentent  la  resistance  des 
peuples  a  se  taxer. 

M.  Lee  a  choisi  le  jour  ou 
cette  lettre  a  ete  communiquee 
au  congres  pour  renouveller  sa 
motion  de  Changer  les  instruc¬ 
tions  des  Plenipotentiaires  ame- 
ricains  en  Europe ;  elle  a  ete 
rejet  tee  presque  unanimement, 
et  quelques  delegues  m’en  ont 
parld  avec  mepris. 

Je  snis  avec  respect, 
Monseigneur, 

Votre  tres-humble  et  tres- 
obeissant  Serviteur 
le  Chevalier  de  la  LUZERNE.1 


1  Cesar  Anne  de  la  Luzerne,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  France 
to  the  United  States  from  21  September  1779  to  1784. 


*#*  The  first  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  France  to  the  United 
States  was  Conrad  Alexandre  Gerard  de  Rayneval,  from  April  1778 
to  17  September  1779. 


Charles  Gravier,  comte  de  Vergennes,  was  French  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs  from  July  1774  to  1787. 


3  April  1783  DE  MOUSTIER  TO  VERGENNES  229 

DE  MOUSTIER  TO  VERGENNES,  3  Avril  1783  als  ang  541/334. 

Corrects  yesterday's  information  respecting  an  appointment  with 
Fox — has  requested  an  earlier  date — encloses  copies  of  letters — thinks 
the  numerous  duties  of  this  Secretary  should  not  hinder  the  conclusion 
of  Peace — possibility  of  the  nation  taking  alarm  at  any  delay — 
relates  a  conversation  with  the  King  of  England — predicts  the  short 
duration  of  the  new  Ministry — disarmament  continuing  in  the 
English  ports. 


Endorsed.  Answered  the 

9th  April. 

London,  3rd  April,  1783. 

My  Lord, 

I  was  mistaken  yes¬ 
terday,  when  I  did  myself 
the  honour  of  acquainting 
you  that  Mr  Fox  had 
made  an  appointment 
with  me  for  to-day.  It 
appeared  to  me  that 
the  Thursday  designated 
must  be  to-day,  but  I  sup¬ 
pose  that  the  letter  I  re¬ 
ceived  from  that  Secretary 
of  State  and  which  I  en¬ 
close,  is  simply  a  circular  ; 
and  that  it  is  not  the  in¬ 
tention  of  Mr  Fox  to  post¬ 
pone  the  moment  for  the 
resumption  of  the  thread 
of  our  negotiations,  how¬ 
ever  in  order  to  satisfy  my¬ 
self  as  to  this,  as  well  as  to 
carry  matters  to  a  favour¬ 
able  point  as  promptly  as 
possible,  I  considered  it  my 
duty  to  request  an  earlier 
date;  which  I  have  done  by  a 
letter  in  reply,  and  of  which 
I  herewith  enclose  a  copy. 

I  am  not  surprised  that 
this  Secretary  of  State 
should  have  little  time  at 
his  disposition  in  these  first 
days  [of  his  administra¬ 
tion].  He  is  obliged  to  labor 
with  his  colleagues  in  fill¬ 
ing  all  the  subordinate 
places  of  their  government 


Endorsed  rep  le  9  Avril 

A  Londres  le  3  Avril  1783. 
Monseigneur, 

Je  m’etois  trompe  hier, 
lorsque  j’ai  eu  l’honneur  de  vons 
marquer  que  M.  Fox  m’avoit 
donne  rendesvous  pouraujourd’ 
hui.  Le  jendi  exprime  m’avoit 
paru  devoir  etre  anjonrd’hui; 
mais  j  ’imagine  que  la  Lettre  que 
j’ai  re^ue  dece  Secretaire  d’Etat, 
et  que  je  joins  ici  n’est  qu’une 
circulaire,  et  que  l’intention  de 
M.  fox  n’est  point  d’eloigner  le 
moment  de  reprendre  le  fil  de 
nos  affaires,  au  reste  pour 
m’en  assurer,  ainsi  que  pour 
amener  les  choses  au  point  con- 
venable  le  plus  promptement 
possible,  j’ai  cru  devoir  deman- 
der  un  jour  plus  rapproche  ;  ce 
que  j’ai  fait  par  une  Lettre  en 
reponse  a  celle  de  M.  fox,  et 
dont  je  joins  ici  copie. 

Je  ne  suis  point  etonne  que 
ce  Secretaire  d’Etat  ait  peu  de 
terns  de  libre  dans  ces  premiers 
jours.  11  faut  qu’il  travaille 
avec  ses  collegues  a  remplir 
toutes  les  places  subalternes 
de  leur  administration.  II 
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He  must  also  look  after 
his  re-election  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  as  representative  for 
Westminster.  Moreover, 
being  in  fact  the  chief  per¬ 
sonage  of  the  Ministry  as 
well  as  its  moving  power, 
he  has  to  prepare  all  the 
internal  affairs  of  the 
kingdom,  which  are  very 
numerous  and  of  press¬ 
ing  interest ;  yet,  not¬ 
withstanding  so  many 
engagements,  I  think 
that  the  conclusion  of 
the  work  of  peace 
should  be  hastened  as 
much  as  possible.  The 
English  nation  would  not 
be  slow  to  take  alarm  if 
it  saw  the  least  delay.  I 
doubt  if  a  public  agita¬ 
tion  would  be  favourable 
to  the  new  Government. 

I  believe  it  my  duty  to 
give  you  an  account,  my 
lord,  of  a  remark  made  to 
me  yesterday  by  the  King 
of  England,  and  which 
astonished  me  the  more, 
since  that  Prince  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  have  a  most 
perfect  control  of  his 
speech  and  deportment. 
I  was  in  the  crowd 
near  the  door  of  the 
room  to  which  he 
came ;  the  crowd  was 
considerable  ;  apparently 
His  Majesty  was  an¬ 
noyed  at  it.  He  told  me 
that  he  was  not  surprised 
at  strangers  coming  out 
of  curiosity  to  see  what 
was  going  on,  but  for  the 
natives,  this  could  be 


doit  aussi  s’occuper  de  sa 
reelection  pour  representer  au 
Parle  ment  la  ville  de  West¬ 
minster  ;  En  outre  etant  de  fait 
1’homme  principal  et  le  moteur 
du  Ministere,  il  a  a  preparer 
toutes  les  affaires  interieures 
qui  sont  en  grand  nombre,  et 
d’un  interet  pressant ;  mais 
malgre  tant  d’occupations,  je 
crois  que  la  conclusion  de  l’ouv- 
rage  de  la  paix  doit  etre  hatee 
aussitot  que  possible.  La 
Nation  Angloise  ne  tarderoit 
pas  a  prendre  1’Allarme  pour 
peu  qu’elle  vit  des  delais. 
Je  doute  qu’une  fermentation 
publique  put  etre  favorable  a 
la  nouvelle  administration. 

1  Je  crois  devoir  vous  rap- 
porter,  Monseigneur,  un  propos 
que  m’a  tenu  hier  le  Poi  d’An- 
gleterre,  et  qui  m’a  cause  d’au- 
tant  plus  de  surprise,  que  ce 
Prince  passe  pour  etre  parfaite- 
ment  maitre  de  ses  discours  et 
de  son  maintien  exterieur.  Je 
me  trouvois  presse  pres  de  la 
porte  de  la  chambre  a  laquelle 
le  Poi  vint;  la  foule  etoit  con¬ 
siderable;  apparemment  que  Sa 
Mte  Britannique  en  etoit  im- 
patientee.  Elle  me  dit  qu’elle 
n’etoit  point  surprise  que  les 
dtrangeres  vinssent  avec  curio- 
site  voir  ce  qui  se  passoit,  mais 
que  pour  les  gens  du  Pays  ce 


1  M  Circourt,  vol  hi.  pp.  56-57,  prints  with  variations  Je  crois 
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nothing  new,  and  they 
might  have  dispensed 
with  coming  in  such  a 
crowd.  I  replied  that 
duty  alone  had  brought 
me  to  the  Palace,  coupled 
with  my  eagerness  to  pay 
court  to  his  Majesty^ Wed¬ 
nesday  is  the  reception  day 
for  .  Foreign  Ministers). 
His  Britannic  Majesty 
then  added,  Your  nation 
will  surely  know  how  to 
appreciate  this  at  its  real 
value.  I  thought  it  right 
to  assure  him  that  the 
King  would  certainly 
take  all  the  interest  in 
this  event  which  his 
attachment  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  in¬ 
spires,  that  you,  my  lord, 
knew  perfectly  how  to 
appreciate  the  causes 
of  all  which  had  taken 
place  up  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  ;  and  that  for 
myself,  being  accustomed 
to  England,  and  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  a  witness  of  the 
occurrence,  I  did  not  think 
it  strange,  though  it  had 
its  inconveniences.  His 
Majesty  replied  quickly, 
repeating  the  words  twice : 
“  But,  one  must  look  to  the 
end.”  I  contented  my¬ 
self  with  the  answer : 
Undoubtedly,  your  Ma¬ 
jesty.  He  was  so  agi¬ 
tated,  that  he  returned  as 
often  as  three  times  to  the 
conversation  he  had  thus 
begun  with  me,  after  say¬ 
ing  a*few  words  to  several 
persons  near  me.  I  was 
not  at  that  moment  in  the 
line  of  the  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ters,  and  I  believe  that  not 


ne  devoit  etre  rien  de  nouveau 
et  qu’ils  auroient  pu  se  dispenser 
de  venir  si  fort  en  foule.  Je 
repondis  que  mon  devoir  seul 
m’avoit  amene  au  Palais,  ainsi 
que  mon  empressement  de  faire 
ma  cour  a  Sa  Majeste.  (Le 
Mercredi  est  le  jour  d’usage 
pour  les  Ministres  Etrangers) 
Ensuite  Sa  Majeste  Britan- 
nique  ajouta,  votre  Nation 
saura  surement  apprecier  ceci 
a  sa  valeur.  Je  crus  de¬ 
voir  I’assurer  que  le  Roi  pren- 
droit  certainement  a  cet  evene- 
ment  tout  l’interet  que  lui 
inspire  Son  attachement  pour 
Sa  Mte  Britannique,  que  vous, 
Monseigneur,  sa  vies  parfaitement 
apprecier  le  mobile  de  tout  ce 
qui  s’etoit  passe  jusqu’a  present, 
et  que  pour  moi,ayant  l’habitude 
de  l’Angleterre,  et  me  trouvant 
temoin  de  l’evenement,  je  ne  le 
trouvois  point  etrange,  quoiqu’il 
eut  ses  inconveniens.  Alors  Sa 
Majeste  Britannique  me  dit  avec 
vivacite,  deux  fois :  “  M.ais  il 
faudra  voir  jusquau  bout  .”  Je 
me  contentai  de  repliquer :  Sans 
doute,Sire.  LeRoi  d’Angleterre 
etoit  si  agite,  qu’il  revint  jusqu’ 
a  trois  fois  a  la  conversation  qu’il 
avoit  entamee  avec  moi,  apres 
avoir  dit  quelques  mots  a  deux 
ou  trois  personnes  aupres  de  moi. 
Je  ne  me  trouvois  point  alors  dans 
la  ligne  des  Ministres  Etrangers, 
et  je  ne  crois  pas  que  personne 
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a  person  heard  what  took 
place  between  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majesty  and  myself. 

You  can  judge  by 
this,  my  lord,  how 
much  the  King  is 
vexed  at  being  obliged 
to  appoint  as  ministers, 
persons  whom  he  so 
greatly  dislikes ;  and  it 
may  be  easily  foreseen, 
that  their  power  will  pro¬ 
bably  not  be  of  very  long 
duration.  Appearances 
indicate,  however,  that 
they  will  be  allowed  to  re¬ 
main  during  the  rest  of 
the  present  session. 
No  opposition  will  be 
formed  immediately,  but, 
in  arising  gradually, 
if  the  members  of  it 
can  act  in  concert,  it  will 
be  more  efficacious,  es¬ 
pecially  as  the  King 
will  naturally  be  pre¬ 
disposed  in  their  favour. 
It  is  possible  that  the 
present  event  may  be 
the  origin  of  party  ani¬ 
mosity,  the  effects  of 
which  may  be  dangerous 
for  England. 

It  appears  that  the  work 
of  disarmament  still  con¬ 
tinues  in  the  English 
ports. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
with  profound  respect, 

My  lord, 

Your  most  humble  and 

obedient  servant, 

Le  Cte  de  MOUSTIER. 


ait  jamais  entendu  le  propos  que 
m’a  tenuSa  Majeste  Britannique. 

Vous  pouves  juger  par  la, 
Monseigneur,  combien  le  Roi 
d’Angleterre  est  pique  d’avoir 
ete  force  de  nommer  pour  min- 
istres  des  personnes  qui  lui  sont 
aussi  desagreables,  aussi  peut- 
on  aisement  prevoir  que  leur 
pouvoir  ne  sera  vraisemblable- 
ment  pas  de  longue  duree. 
Cependant  il  y  a  apparence 
qu’on  leur  laissera  faire  toute 
la  besogne  pendant  le  reste  de 
la  session  actuelle.  II  ne  se 
formera  point  d’opposition  sur- 
le-champ ;  mais,  en  s’elevant 
lentement,  si  les  membres  peu- 
vent  agir  de  concert,  elle  en 
sera  plus  efficace,  d’autant  que 
le  Roi  d’Angleterre  sera  natur- 
ellement  porte  en  leur  faveur. 
II  est  possible  que  l’evenement 
actuel  soit  l’epoque  d’une  ani- 
mosite  dans  les  partis  dont  les 
effets  soient  dangereux  pour 
lAngleterre. 

II  paroit  qu’on  s’occupe  tou- 
jours  du  Desarmement  dans  les 
Ports  D’angleterre. 

J’ai  l’honneur  d’etre  avec  un 
profond  respect. 

Monseigneur 

Votre  tres  humble  et  tres 
obeissant  serviteur 
Le  Cte  de  MOUSTIER.1 


1  The  first  French  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain  after  the  Paris 
Peace  Treaty. 
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